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The Concept of Childhood in the Works of Charles Dickens

B cratbe paccmarpuBaercs TBopuecTBO Yapib3a /[ukkeHCa Kak IpuMep aHIJIMIUCKOW JIUTe-
patypsl, B KOTOPOW MPEACTABIEHBI MEIArOrM4eCKUe UJIEH O KOHLENIUU «IE€TCTBO». JJUKKEHC — BbI-
JAIOIIMICS aHTJIMACKUN MUcaTelNb, OMUCHIBABIINN comnuanbHbie mpodiembl XIX Beka. OgHoW u3
OCHOBHBIX TEM €T0 MPOU3BEACHUI ABIISETCS OTHOILIEHUE K JAETSIM B OOIIECTBE.

Kniouegvie cnosea: Yapnwp3 JIMKKEHC, aHITIMICKas JIATEpaTypa, KOHLEMIUS <JIETCTBOY,
KJIIOYEBBIE aCIEKTHI, 1€JarOrN4eCKOe HACIEHe

The article examines the work of Charles Dickens as an example of English literature, which
presents pedagogical ideas about the concept of «childhood». Dickens is considered one of the out-
standing English authors who depict the social problems of the 19th century. One of the main
themes of his works is the attitude towards children in society.

Keywords: Charles Dickens, English literature, the concept of «childhood», key aspects,
pedagogical heritage

Charles John Huffam Dickens (February 7, 1812 — June 9, 1870) was an out-
standing English writer of the XIX century [3]. He was also an English novelist, essay-
ist and journalist who became one of the most popular English-language writers during
his lifetime. He wrote novels that became iconic pieces of English literature. They
were «The Adventures of Oliver Twist», «The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nick-
leby», «The Old Curiosity Shop», «The Life and Adventures of Martin Chuzzlewit»
and others [4]. He was a master of realistic depiction of life and social problems of his
time.

As one can see, the idea of childhood plays an important role and is a central
motif, clothed in symbolism and emotional depth in the works of Charles Dickens. One
of the key aspects that Dickens emphasized in his works is the contradictory fate of
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children. He directly emphasizes the difficult conditions in which many children of his
time are forced to live. This approach allows the author to captivate readers by creating
a mixture of compassion and hope, as well as to cause a storm of emotions [1].

In his works, which often tell stories about orphans and poor children, Dickens
exposes the cruel and unfair nature of society, where children are the most vulnerable
members of it. He shows how children trapped in dark and terrible living conditions
face exploitation and violence and are deprived of the right to education, equal oppor-
tunities and love [7]. Thus, Dickens is trying to draw public attention to the problem
of child poverty and social injustice.

In other words, Charles Dickens's portrayal of childhood in his novels is a
complex and often heartbreaking one. He challenged the Victorian ideal of childhood
innocence by depicting the harsh realities faced by many children in his time. Here
are some key aspects of his concept of childhood:

e Loss of Innocence. Dickens's novels are full of children who are forced to
grow up too fast. Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, and countless others face poverty,
abuse, and exploitation. This robs them of their innocence and thrusts them into a
world of hardship [5].

e Vulnerability and Suffering. Dickens doesn't shy away from showing the
suffering children endure. He exposes the horrors of child labor, the callousness of
orphanages, and the dangers of the society that fails to protect its young [7].

e Moral Compass. Despite their hardships, lots of Dickens's child characters
retain a sense of morality and compassion. Oliver Twist resists the temptations of
Fagin's gang. Little Nell in "The Old Curiosity Shop" shows unwavering devotion to
her grandfather. These children serve as a moral compass, highlighting the corruption
of the adult world [3].

e Importance of Imagination. Even in the bleakest situations, Dickens's chil-
dren find solace in imagination. Pip in "Great Expectations" escapes his harsh reality
through fantastical dreams. Through a child's eye, the world can still hold wonder,
even amidst hardship [5].

e Criticism of Society. By portraying the plight of children, Dickens critiques
the social structures that create such suffering. He exposes the hypocrisy of a society
that values wealth and status while neglecting its most vulnerable members [8].

Thus, Dickens's complex portrayal of childhood played a significant role in
changing societal attitudes. His novels helped raise awareness of the plight of disad-
vantaged children and paved the way for reforms in child labor laws and social wel-
fare programs [6].

However, along with his gloomy approach, Dickens also emphasizes the joy
and hope that are inherent in childhood. In his works, one can clearly see how chil-
dren retain their spontaneity, sometimes even in the most difficult circumstances, and
how they can find tiny moments of happiness even in the gloomy world of adults.
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Thus, Dickens sincerely shows that even in the most difficult conditions, childhood
remains a time of hope and opportunity, and that it is worth stopping and paying at-
tention to these innocent and magical moments [2].

The childhood described by Dickens is often a metaphor for the state of society
as a whole. The author uses images of children to highlight the moral, ethical and so-
cial issues of his time. He analyzes various aspects of childhood - hope, creative im-
agination, pure feelings and innocence - and at the same time points out the difficul-
ties that children face and how our society can affect their future [6].

Charles Dickens, like no other, penetrates into the world of childhood, under-
standing its complexity and power over our lives. His works serve as proof that
childhood is an integral part of our lives, determining our destiny and making a
unique imprint on our personality [4].

To conclude, Dickens’s novels underline the need to teach children how to think
over the information that they are provided and analyze their surroundings. Although
regulation and control are necessary dimensions of educational institutes, they should
not restrict children’s individuality, creativity, or imagination. These institutes should
aim to develop morally sound children who participate socially, economically, and cul-
turally as a part of larger communities of our society. So of Dickens’s concept of
childhood reflects the idea that childhood is an integral part of human development,
and the proper education systems is integral to future social improvement [2].
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YK 811.134.2
E. B. loipo, E. A. I'anuano (Munck, Pecnybnuxa benapycy)
benopycckuii 2cocyoapcmeennblti IKOHOMUYECKUL YHUBEPCUMEm

.JII’IHFBOKyJ'II)TyprIe 0CO0EHHOCTH FaCTpOHOMH‘IeCKOﬁ JICEKCHUKH
HCIIAHCKOTI'0 AA3bIKA

I'actpoHOMMYECKAs JIEKCUKA U TaCTPOHOMHUUYECKUM AUCKYPC SIBISIOTCS OJHUM M3 aKTyasb-
HBIX IIPEIMETOB U HAIIPABICHUI U3Y4YECHHsSI COBPEMEHHOM JINHTBUCTUKH, KYJIbTYpPOJIOTHH, COLUOJIO-
MU U JpYyrux Hayk. B craTbe gaeTcs onpeneseHue IITTOHUMAM, UCCIENYIOTCS UX JTUHIBOKYIIb-
TypHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH B MCIIAHCKOM $I3bIKE Ha NPUMEpe Ha3BaHUM IMPOJYKTOB MUTAHUS U TPaIULlU-
OHHBIX MCIIAHCKUX OJIIOJI, BKITFOYAs DJIEMEHTHI STUMOJIOTHYECKOTO aHan3a. [ TIOTTOHMMEBI paccMmart-
PHUBAIOTCS KaK KOJABI HAIIMOHAIBLHON KYJIBTYPHI, U C 3TOH TOYKH 3PEHHUSI OCOOBIIl MHTEPEC BHI3BIBACT
U3yuyeHHe cilyyaeB MeTapopHu3alMyu TaCTPOHOMHUYECKON JIGKCUKU U €€ YIOTpeOIeHne B UCIIaHCKUX
IIOCJIOBULIAX U ITOIOBOPKaX.

Kniouesvie cnoeéa. TIIOTTOHUM, TacCTPOHOMHUYECKUH JUCKYpPC, JIMHIBOKYJIbTYPHbIE
oco0eHHOCTH, MeTaopuzanus, KyIbTYPHBIA KO

["acTpoHOMHUS TIpEACTaBISET CO00M BaXKHYIO cdepy KU3HEACATEILHOCTH JTIO-
0oro Hapoma, U TaCTPOHOMHUYECKAS JIEKCHKA SIBJIAETCS HEOTHEMJIEMOM 4YacThIO €ro
JIMHTBOKYJIBTYpPHI. ['aCTpOHOMUS B CO3HAHMM MPEACTABUTENICH UCIIAHCKOW KYJIbTYPhI
CBSA3aHA C MOHATHUIMU «KHU3HBY», «BKYC», «OOLIEHUEY, «JIEATEIbHOCTDY, «IPA3THHUK,
B KOTOPBIX BaXKHBIM U OOBEIUHSIONIUM KOMIIOHEHTOM BBICTYMAET B3aUMOJICUCTBUE C
IPYTUMU JTIOAbMU. JJIS MOJTHOTO MOHMMAaHUSI XapaKTepa MCMAHIIEB OOJIbIIIOE 3HaYe-
HHUE UMEET U3YYEHUE UX FAaCTPOHOMHUYECKUX BKYCOB, IPUBBIUEK U Tpaauuuii. Henpo-
XOASAs MOMYISIPHOCTh «CPEAUZEMHOMOPCKON JAUETHI», HA KOTOPOH OCHOBBIBACTCS
WCHAHCKas KyXHsl, CBUAETEIbCTBYET O TOM, UTO TEMA €/bl 3aHUMAET BA)KHOE MECTO B
KA3HU COBPEMEHHBIX MCIAHIIEB, & UX TACTPOHOMUYECKOE HACIEANE MOIYUNIIO MUPO-
BO€ MPU3HAHUE.

[{esbt0 JAHHOTO WCCIENOBAHUS SIBIISIETCS BBIABICHUE JIMHTBOKYJIBTYPHBIX OCO-
OEHHOCTEH MCHaHCKOM TaCTPOHOMHUYECKOW JIEKCMKM W €€ POJU B peaju3aluu U
TPAHCJISIIUM TACTPOHOMHUYECKOTO KOMIIOHEHTA KYJIbTYPHOTO KOJa MCIIAHCKOW HallWH.

MartepuanioMm st UcCleOBaHUSI TOCIYXXKIJIA JIEKCUUecKre u (ppazeosoruye-
CKHE€ eJMHUIIBI UCIIAHCKOTO S3bIKa C TACTPOHOMHYECKUM KOMIIOHEHTOM, 3a(pUKCHUPO-
BaHHBIC B CIIOBAPHBIX MCTOYHUKAX, & TAK)KE MCIIOJIb30BAHHBIE B MOCIOBUIIAX, TTOTO-
BOpKaX, raCTPOHOMUYECKUX TEKCTaX Pa3HbIX KaHPOB (pelenThl 010/, MEHIO, CTaThU
13 MPECChl U HAYYHBIX U3JIaHUM).
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